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GLENDALE BABE RUTH BASEBALL PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS

FALL BASEBALL PROGRAM (12 – 16 yr old)
1. Fall and winter are out of season for baseball. Spring and summer are baseball seasons.

All full size baseball fields in the city of Glendale are made available to junior level (12 - 16
year olds) and above baseball programs in the spring on a priority basis. This allows a two
or three game-a-week schedule with some practice times available.

2. In the fall, no baseball fields are made available to baseball programs during the week.
Games are only played on Saturdays and Sundays with no available practice times.

3. Skill evaluations for players will be held in late September. Teams will be assembled after
the evaluations.

4. The first fall league games will be scheduled in the last weekend of September or first
weekend of October depending on when the month of September ends.

5. The end of the fall season will be the last weekend before Thanksgiving Day in November.
6. Our fall program uses two primary fields for its games, Dunsmore and Scholl #1. Scholl is

used by AYSO for its games on Saturdays. One game can usually be scheduled at Scholl
after AYSO on Saturdays.

7. Schedule revisions in fall are commonplace for many reasons. The most common reason is
the inability of teams to have enough players to play a scheduled game. The list of all the
other reasons is fairly long.

8. The fall program is by nature not a regular season. Fall is a bridge between spring /
summer of one season and spring of the next. Without a fall program, many players will not
have touched a baseball in a sanctioned program since the end of May through the end of
January. Since there are no fields available for practices, player development is a
challenge during this time.

9. Fall has always been the best way to preview the upcoming spring season for all players
new to this level of play. There are usually a high number of new players to this division in
the fall.

10.Fall is not as much about direct player development as it is to provide a venue to continue
to participate in a baseball program than not at all.

11.Baseball players that only play spring to spring are never as well prepared for the spring as
those that found a way to play in summer and fall ball programs.

SPRING BASEBALL PROGRAM (12 – 16 yr old)
1. Spring starts in January with the skill evaluations (tryouts) and team selections sometime

before the end of the month.
2. The majority of players in this division are 13 / 14 year old players with some 12s. There

are few 15s and 16s; sometimes none.
3. Babe Ruth is the only local baseball program that accepts 15 year old players.
4. February is used exclusively for practices. With a two or three game per week schedule

once the regular season starts, practices are not always desired but are left up to each
team to decide.

5. League games begin the first weekend in March and continue into early May.
6. Games are scheduled so every team plays on Saturdays, no Sunday games, and one or

two other games Mon – Thu.
7. Fridays are left open for make-up games or when teams are unable to play on a Saturday.
8. Practice times are allotted based on field availability and vary since field usage is shared

with so many other programs on the city fields.
9. Babe Ruth will observe GUSD’s spring break period with no scheduled games during that

week.
10.All regular season games and playoffs will be completed before Memorial Day weekend.
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SPRING BASEBALL PROGRAM (12 – 16 yr old) (Continued)
11.Tournament teams (All-star) selections are announced at the end of the regular season.

Tournament teams will participate in our summer program until the state championship
game that usually happens in early July.

12.Our Babe Ruth program has a long history of hosting state tournaments for 13, 14, or 15
year old tournament teams.

13.Many HS players will be rostered but not available until the HS programs finish their season
in May. The league fee for HS players is reduced because of the limited games that can be
played.

14.Most HS players return with the intention to participate on tournament teams. When these
players are released by their HS program in May, they are not permitted to participate in
the regular season playoffs.

SUMMER BASEBALL PROGRAM (16U & 18U)
1. Glendale Babe Ruth has a summer program with two divisions, 18U and 16U. This

program is predominantly for HS varsity level teams (18U) and JV level teams (16U).
2. 14U teams are a good fit in the 16U division.
3. The summer program is designed for assembled teams to join. IF there is sufficient interest

and number of players to assemble a team or two of walk-on players, we will do so.
4. Games begin after Memorial Day and continue until the end of July. Two games per week

are scheduled.
5. No games are scheduled on Sundays.
6. There are no playoff games at the end of the summer league.
7. Summer league provides an opportunity to continue to play baseball after the regular spring

season in a more relaxed environment not unlike the fall program.

PLAYER PARTICIPATION & DEVELOPMENT
1. Babe Ruth requires that every player have at least one at bat and six consecutive innings

of play on the field per game during the spring season. These are MINIMUMS. We expect
the managers to bat the full line up and equitably rotate all the players on the field.

2. The month of February is devoted for practice time and player development is the focus
during this time. Once the regular season starts, practice time is limited.

3. Part of player development is the camaraderie that comes with team sports and exposure
to various levels of player skills on the same team as well as the other teams.

4. Players get better by playing with better players. This sounds like a cliché but it is true.
5. Babe Ruth attracts high caliber players for this age group. Our players go into many local

HS programs and are better prepared for the next level of play.


